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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON END OF LIFE CHOICES — MEETING MINUTES 
Motion 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [2.57 pm]: I move — 
(1) That the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly cause to be tabled in both the Legislative Council 

and the Legislative Assembly, within three sitting days of both houses having so ordered, all 
minutes of meetings of the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices, redacted only to 
maintain as private the details of any private evidence or personal information; and 

(2) that the Legislative Assembly be invited to pass a resolution in similar terms. 
There is precious little time this afternoon to commence the consideration of this motion before the house, but 
perhaps I can make a few introductory remarks for the benefit of members and they can consider this matter further 
over the coming short recess. There are several reasons why members might like to support this motion. They 
would support this motion if they were passionate about transparency. They would support this motion if they 
appreciated the importance and value of consistency. Finally, they would support this motion in light of what is at 
stake. Let me take a few moments to unpack that for members this afternoon. 
In the lead-up to the last election, and at the commencement of this fortieth Parliament, it was this government that 
took on the leadership role and indicated that it was going to be the start of a new era—a new era of gold-standard 
transparency. I took the government at its word at that time and I say that if it is good enough for the government 
to deliver gold-standard transparency, it is good enough for the Parliament of Western Australia to do likewise. 
As a Parliament we should be in lockstep with the government in its aspiration for gold-standard transparency. 
In my own small way of making a contribution towards this gold-standard of transparency for the 
fortieth Parliament, I recently had the honour and privilege of chairing the Select Committee into Elder Abuse.  
Its inquiry has concluded and it has tabled and published all its minutes from the course of the inquiry. I have also 
suggested to members that they would support this motion if they not only are passionate about transparency, but 
also appreciate the importance and value of consistency. The question that members need to ask themselves is: was 
the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices run under the auspices of the Legislative Assembly? If the answer 
to that is yes, then we need to consider what is the custom and practice of committees run by the Legislative Assembly. 
Members know full well that that committee was run under the auspices of the Legislative Assembly. On previous 
occasions, I have had something to say about some of the differences in how those committees are run, including 
the way in which committee staff are directed by the chairperson to prepare a draft of the report, which is in 
contrast with what is done in Legislative Council committees. There are a number of differences in how those 
committees are run, but at the end of day it was a resolution of both houses of Parliament that that particular 
committee during the course of its 12-month inquiry would operate under the auspices of the Legislative Assembly. 
Members will be aware, because I have mentioned this previously, that it is the ordinary custom and practice of 
committees run under the auspices of the Legislative Assembly to table their minutes. Perhaps, when we resume 
this debate on another occasion, I will set out for members each and every time over the last three Parliaments—
the thirty-seventh, the thirty-eighth and the thirty-ninth—all the occasions on which Legislative Assembly 
committees have tabled their minutes. However, we have only a limited time this afternoon so I want to press 
ahead with one further issue. I want to answer the question that will inevitably be in the minds of members: why 
is it that Legislative Assembly committees table their minutes and the custom and practice of Legislative Council 
committees is not necessarily to do so? There is a very important reason for that. At the end of every Parliament, 
Legislative Assembly committees dissolve. By that, I mean that they no longer exist. There is no opportunity for 
any member of Parliament or any member of the public to communicate with that committee. The committee 
ceases to exist. The big difference between Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly committees is that our 
committees continue to exist in perpetuity. That is why we have committees like the Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations and the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review 
tabling their eightieth and ninetieth reports. They have not completed 80 or 90 reports in this particular Parliament, 
but ever since the committee was created in the Legislative Council they have tabled that many reports. Members 
of Parliament and members of the public have the opportunity to communicate with those committees and ask for 
certain documents to be tabled or published. It is impossible—do not confuse “impracticable” with “impossible”—
to do that with a dissolved committee. The committee ceases to exist and that is why, at the end of every Parliament, 
the Legislative Assembly committees collate all their minutes and table them in the other place. This committee 
that was run under the auspices of the Legislative Assembly ought to comply with the ordinary custom and practice 
of the Legislative Assembly, but of course, no members are able to communicate with that committee. Why? 
Because the committee has ceased to exist; it has dissolved. The only mechanism available to have these minutes 
transparently revealed and tabled before Parliament is by way of a joint motion from this place to be concurred 
with by the other place. 
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There is a lot at stake in this particular matter because, as members will be aware, the committee was asked to look 
into current end-of-life choices and any other end-of life choices that the committee might recommend. It is 
a matter of public record that the committee has recommended one of the least safe regimes for assisted suicide 
that will cost us Western Australian lives in the event that those laws are put into practice. Given the gravity of the 
situation, members, we would want to have at our disposal and available to us the maximum amount of information 
as we weigh up this very serious decision. I will continue these remarks on another occasion, but I hope that that 
gives members a flavour of what this motion is all about. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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